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Ten Year 8 Parkside Academy students 
have been selected to take part in the 
prestigious Future Business Magnates 
(FBM) competition for this academic 
year, competing against other schools 
and academies within County Durham. 

The students will work as part of a team to  
create a business based on a given themed 
brief, which this year is ‘made in Durham 
exported worldwide.’ Students will develop their 
business idea and participate in a series of six 
challenges including team building, product  
design, marketing and finance. Students will 
pitch their business to a panel of industry 
experts at the close of the competition, before 
attending the Awards Dinner in which the  
winners will be announced.

The students have already displayed some 
fantastic enterprise skills when undertaking the 
first 2 challenges, competing for achievement 
points at Bishop Auckland College and Beamish 
Museum. Good luck Future Business Magnates 
students! 

On Tuesday 4th December, we were fortunate 
enough to have Paul Walton into school as a 
guest speaker. A successful brand strategist for 
companies such as Wall’s ice cream, Paul spoke 
to a select group of students from Years 9 to 11 
about what it means to be creative and encour-
aged them to find their inner innovator! Paul gave 
students the task of creating a marketing plan for 
their own ice cream product, with everything from 
a healthy Power Rangers ice cream to chocolate 
maggots in an I’m a Celebrity inspired creation! 
Students thoroughly enjoyed the session,  
especially the ice cream at the end!

‘YOUR CHILD IS OUR CHILD’             Please arrange a visit to Parkside Academy on 01388 746 396.

‘Speaking Out’  
Competition
Page 1

Individual success 
in Sports
Page 2

Future Business  
Magnates
Page 1

‘Speaking Out’ Competition
This December, we held the first ever 
Parkside ‘Speaking Out’ public speaking 
competition. 

Our four teams of students from all year groups 
have worked very hard over the term to prepare a 
presentation surrounding the big question:  
‘Is Technology Ruining Our Lives?’. Students 
have worked in mixed groups with each having 
an important role: speaker, writer, questioner or 
resource maker. The presentations they produced 
were extremely impressive and their delivery 
very confident. Students also enjoyed speaking 
out about an issue very important to them. The 
teams are looking forward to getting started on 
the next big question in the Spring term!

A huge congratulations to the evening’s winners:

•  Best speaker – Lee Peacock

•  Best questioner – Emma Hunt and Lucy Gaskill

•  Best resources – Mia Taylor

•  Best writer – Abbie Morgan

Speakers for school 

There were also awards for outstanding con-
tributions to the school and local community. 
Linda Davies, former Headteacher and now 
the CEO of the Multi Academy Trust, was our 
guest speaker. She spoke about her pride in the 

students and the school as a whole. The evening 
was a great success with very proud parents and 
family members in attendance who had come to 
recognise the tremendous achievements of the 
students here at Parkside Academy.

Awards Evening 2018

RE welcomes visitors 
The RE department welcomed Humanists into our 
GCSE classes to enable students to understand 
what humanism is and to develop their GCSE 
knowledge. Year 7 welcomed Rev. David Spoakes, 
Stephen Gardiner and Richard Morris to help them 
with their unit of work ‘What does it mean to be a 
Christian in the 21st Century?’ The events sparked 
lively debate and were enjoyed by all.  

As part of a project we ran last academic year, 
Mrs Orchard was selected to attend the ‘Start the 
Change’ international conference held in Zagreb, 
Croatia in November. Parkside Academy was the 
only school in the UK to be asked to attend this 
conference to present our projects from last  
academic year and explain how this has enabled 
us to develop our understanding of a diverse 

society and the world. Mrs Orchard gave a  
15 minute presentation to in excess of 50 
delegates from across the World: France, Spain, 
Germany and Poland to name a few. The projects 
we ran are featured in a published book ‘Book 
of good ideas’ which collates school projects 
promoting diversity, social justice and critical 
thinking.

Parklife

Mrs Orchard at ‘Start the Change’ conference in Croatia

Investors in  
People Award
In July 2018, Parkside Academy 
took part in its three yearly review 
for re-accreditation of the school’s 
Investors in People Award, which 
the school has held since 2009. 

Over two days a range of teaching and support 
staff were interviewed about development  
opportunities and working practices within  
the school. As a result, the school has been 
reaccredited with the award for a fourth consec-
utive time. The report from Investors in People 
outlined outstanding and innovative working 
practices and development opportunities within 
the school for both teaching and support staff. 

Investing in  
Children Award
In June 2018, Parkside Academy 
received its annual visit from Invest-
ing in Children (IiC). The IiC award 
promotes the human rights of young 
people. 
IiC has developed a range of different ways in 
which children and young people are supported 
to say what they want to say, and help to improve 
services used by them by discussing their ideas 
with the school’s senior leadership team. Park-
side was re-accredited and the full report from 
Investing in Children on the school’s outstanding 
practice was fed back to the school’s Student 
Voice Council. 

On 6th December, we held our annual awards presentation evening  
for our summer 2018 leavers and current students. The awards for our 
summer 2018 leavers were for outstanding performance in the summer 
2018 GCSE exams. 

Future Business Magnates Competition

In December, we welcomed Janice – the mental 
health sheep – to our staff and students.  
This was part of the Stamping Out Stigma  
programme through Investing in Children. 

Janice was kindly loaned to the school to help 
raise awareness of mental health amongst the 
Parkside community. Thank you to the staff and 
students for making her feel welcome and really 
embracing the topic of mental health. We feel it 
has had a huge impact on our school community.

Janice – the mental health sheep



We had over 60 runners participating  
in this year’s District Cross-Country 
Championships.   

The event was held at Barnard Castle School 
and utilised its extensive grounds to set long, 
challenging courses. In competing against over 
80 students from other local schools, our run-
ners showed great determination and stamina 
in their respective races. All runners were a real 
credit to Parkside; they ran hard and displayed 
great levels of support.

All of the following students have been selected 
to represent the South-West Durham at the  
County Cross-Country Championships.

Our top finishers were: 

1st – Ella West 

1st – Megan Hauxwell 

4th – Bethany Iveson

On Sunday the 11th of November, our Head  
Student and two Deputy Head Students attended 
a memorial service at the cenotaph in Willington.  
We paid our respects as we laid a wreath on  
behalf of the school. The event saw the local 
community come together as they spared a  
moment to remember the people of Willington 
who were lost at the hands of war or affected  
by the tragic events. 

Sports Leadership 
We are delighted to be running a high 
number of sporting events for our local 
primary schools throughout this year.  

Seventeen schools will compete in a wide 
selection of sports including tag rugby, high 
five netball, athletics and many more. Over two 
hundred pupils will be competing at many of 
the events. There is a strong Student Leader-
ship at Parkside Academy and their services 
are utilised which prove vital to the success of 
these events.  

VEX Robotics 
Many of our Year 8 and 10 students 
spent a day programming robots as 
part of an ongoing project with VEX 
Robotics.  

This project will see more students brushing 
up on their programming skills throughout this 
academic year. Using these robots, the teams 
had to programme them to light up, display a 
message and then navigate a course without 
going off track. Easier said than done!

2018 District Cross-Country Championships

The BMCS is a group that convenes national and 
international conferences in the broad area of 
pharmaceutical and biopharmaceutical science.  
The members of the group are very aware that 
the wellbeing of their industry has depended 
for many years on the supply of talented young 
chemists in the UK. Their journey towards a  
career in this sector of chemistry starts during 
their primary and secondary education so it is 
most appropriate that the BMCS supports this 
phase of education where it can.

The committee agreed that Parkside’s applica-
tion for funding, to the value of £1000, should be 
approved in full. They stated that we had ‘a very 
strong application and believe that this contribu-
tion will allow you to enrich the experience  
of your students in the immediate future and  
in years to come’.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Remembrance Day

The Maths department enjoyed a successful  
Year 7  engage evening. Students and parents 
started the evening by exploring Fractals, which 
link skills used in Maths to create patterns often 
seen in nature. The evening finished with a very 
competitive quiz with 5 teams scoring full marks 
and leading to the tie breaker question! For any-
one still wondering there are 168 prime numbers 
between 1 and 1000!

Upcoming Parents Engage Evenings:
13th February – Trampolining and rock climbing
3rd April – Easter cooking
22nd May – Drumming 
17th July – Magic Rounders

On the 29th and 30th of October a selection of 
GCSE photography students were invited to take 
part in an exciting photography project. Profes-
sional photographer and artist Alison Baskerville 
was invited to work alongside students as part of 
an ongoing artist-in-residence programme.

Students explored their school surroundings, 
capturing images for their project named A Place 
Called Me relating to the topic of ‘Identity’. 

Students visited Side Gallery in Newcastle for an 
insight into professional photography, exploring 
the exhibition of The Inner Eye and Baltic Centre 
of Contemporary Art 

The project will resume in January, where they will 
take part in technical workshops exploring camera 
controls and ‘zine’ making. 

Funding from the Biological  
and Medicinal Chemistry Sector

Parklife

As part of Anti-bullying week, we launched a 
baking competition that was both diverse and in-
clusive to link in with our Educate and Celebrate 
work of being an LGBT+ friendly school. The 
entries were fantastic and the judges took a long 
time to deliberate. However, the overall winner 
was Chloe Irwin with her take on ‘The Greatest 
Showman’ song This is me. Well done to every-
one who entered this competition and the poetry 
competition. The above is the photo of the cake 
from the Key Stage 4 winner Deanna English.

Educate and Celebrate 

Tomorrow’s Engineers 
We welcomed back Tomorrow’s  
Engineers this year to look at the  
importance of energy and fuel  
consumption in cars.  

Teams in Year 8 and 10 had to build an electric 
car and race it across a length of track. All  
students worked so hard in teams to complete 
the task and then develop other ways of gen-
erating environmentally friendly electricity in 
school, including putting generators into door 
hinges and using potential energy in car tyres. 

Inspiring STEM Award
We are the first school to achieve the  
Inspiring STEM Award in the North East! 
Earlier this term we welcomed Jen Lee from RTC 
North, who we have been working with to evaluate 
our STEM provision across the school, to receive 
the unique award. The Inspiring STEM Award is all 
about recognising the hard work taking place in 
our school throughout the academic year, which 
inspires growth through raising young people’s  
aspirations, and opportunities available to 
students. Through RTC North programme, STEM 
Ambassador Hub’s team developed the award 
specifically to identify and applaud schools that 
are prioritising STEM provision.

‘Be Strong Online’ training 
Parkside Academy hosted the first ‘Be Strong 
Online’ training event to be held in Co. Durham. 
The event was led by a team from the Diana 
Award and provided students with the skills to 
support their peers with issues they may face 
online. Along with the Parkside Anti-Bullying 
Ambassadors we hosted 6 other schools from 
across the region. The students found the  
training invaluable and will use it to support 
future anti-bullying campaigns within Parkside.

Rebecca Wearmouth – County Durham In-
door Rowing Championships – Bronze medal

Ella West

Maths Engage Evening

The Autumn term has seen the first of the Year 5 
Multi-skills weeks for this academic year. Almost 
300 pupils from our feeder primary schools visited  
throughout the week to take part in numeracy  
themed lessons across the curriculum. The 
lessons were led by our brand new team of Year 
8 Student Ambassadors who demonstrated great 
leadership and organisation qualities to ensure 
the week ran smoothly. We look forward to our 
next Multi-skills week in the spring term!

Year 5 Multi-skills Week

STEM Club CSI  
This term in STEM Club we have been 
focussing on CSI.  

We had the privilege of welcoming colleagues 
from Durham Police Force who train forensic 
teams throughout the world, to teach us about 
crime scenes and evidence. 

We have looked at finger printing, DNA evidence 
and Locard’s Exchange Principle before having 
to solve a crime that was set up by the police 
team….in full costume of course!

Alison Baskerville’s visit

Megan Hauxwell

Individual success in Sports

Emily Atkinson – British Masters Schools’ 
Golf Championships – Silver medal


