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The Valued Voice have been working
hard to produce you a Student Newsletter. This is our first issue to let you
know about all the different activities
and projects that have been taking
place around the school this term. We
hope to create a Newsletter every term
so if you have something you would
like featured please let a member know.
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Valued Voice Tutor Group
The students have learnt about the
wide range of skills that the SLT have to
demonstrate and the wide range of tasks
that they have to complete. This ranged
from analysing data to ensure all students
reach their full potential to organising
engage and parents evening. If you have
any questions for a member of SLT that you
would like to ask pass this on to a member
of the Valued Voice group.

Every PSHE lesson over the past term the
Valued Voice tutor group have questioned
a member of the Senior Leadership Team
about their role in school, including Mr
Simpson. Students have been very engaged
in learning about the different job roles
throughout the school, asking questions
from ‘What would you most like to change in
the school?’ to ‘What is the most challenging
aspect of your job?’
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Laura Pidcock MP
Parkside achieves
World Class Mark Award visits Parkside Academy
Another opportunity that students at
Parkside were able to take part in this
term was a question and answer session
with our local MP Laura Pidcock.
Laura has been into Parkside Academy
several times before on Inspire days when
she worked with ‘Show Racism the Red Card’.
Laura started by telling students about her
career and how she became involved in
politics, her everyday routines and favourite
aspects of her job. Laura then opened the
floor to questions. A wide range of questions
were asked from students in Year 7 to Year
11, including questions on political views
to more personal questions on hobbies and
her inspirations. Laura was engaging and
enthusiastic; hopefully she will visit Parkside
again.

Students in the Valued Voice tutor group
have been working on a project, which they
have been successful in, allowing Parkside
Academy to gain the World Class Schools
Quality Mark (WCSQM). This makes Parkside
Academy the only school in County Durham
to receive the award.
Students constructed a video which was
sent off to the organisation, along with
contributing ideas and helping to complete
an audit on many aspects of Parkside life.
The next round involved three students going
to Leeds to an assessment centre, where
they completed a series of different tasks.
The three students had to work with other
schools and present their ideas to a board
of specialists. We then got the confirmation
that the school had been successful a week
later and Parkside accepted the award at
Cambridge University.
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European Day of Languages 2017
On Tuesday the 26th September, students
from all year groups were challenged to
create cakes which celebrated the different
languages in Europe. We gratefully received
a wide variety of tasty treats, each representing countries across our continent.
We thank you all very much for your
fantastic contributions, and congratulations
to our winners!
By Abbie Morgan

Grace Blackett – Overall Winner

Daisy Evans/Maddie Wymer – KS3 Winner

Lucy Moses – KS4 Winner

Harry Craig – Technical Award

Miss Nixon – Staff Winner
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Forthcoming Events
Trip to New York
A number of Year 10’s and Year 11’s have
just had the first meeting about the forthcoming school trip to New York, which will
take place next year in the May half term.
The students will visit some of the famous
landmarks like the Statue of Liberty and
the 9/11 memorial, along with watching The
School of Rock Musical. They will dine at
The Hard Rock Café and complete shopping
at the New York outlets. This once in a life
time opportunity will give the students
a deeper understanding of the American
culture and provide a sense of independence.
The music, business and drama workshops
will offer a fun, exciting but educational
aspect, developing a range of skills students
can use in the wider world. For more
opportunities like this keep an eye out on
the website and notifications at school.

Ski trip to Austria
Another forthcoming event is a ski trip to
Zell am See in Austria next year in February.
It is a great experience if you want to
discover new skills and cultures you didn’t
know before. Pupils get to take part in
different activities and develop new sporting
skills. This is another amazing opportunity
offered at Parkside Academy.

Successful students’
mentoring
Over the past term, Year 10 pupils from
10E1 have been mentoring Year 9 students
in Maths to help them improve their skills
and achieve their full potential. Pupils
involved in the scheme have benefitted
from these extra lessons, and now have a
better understanding of key topics that they
have previously learned in lessons. After
the Christmas break, English mentoring will
begin, which again involves top set Year 10
students tutoring Year 9 students to help
them improve their knowledge in class. We
hope the English mentoring will prove just
as successful as the maths mentoring has!

New Community project
We have just started working on a brand new
project which involves working with Dave
Spensley and the local housing authorities
to increase community spirit and well-being
within Willington. Members of the Valued
Voice will be involved with designing a group
name and advertising the new community
facilities, which aim to improve the opportunities available to people within Willington
and the surrounding areas. This is a fantastic
chance for Parkside Academy to have an
impact on the wider community. If you
would like to be involved in this project
contact Miss Nixon.
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