We are Outstanding

Welcome
Thank you for considering Parkside
Academy as a choice for your child’s
education. Whilst we stress the importance
of high levels of achievement, we also
believe that pupils should enjoy their
education and benefit from a wide range of
opportunities in a stimulating environment.

We encourage our pupils to adopt a healthy
lifestyle and to demonstrate good manners
coupled with respect and courtesy to others.
As a consequence, visitors compliment us
on the warm welcome they receive and on
the calm and purposeful atmosphere in the
school.

We believe we provide this for our pupils at
Parkside, and Ofsted agree with us,
awarding the school its highest grading of
“Outstanding”.

We are determined to develop this
outstanding school into an exceptional one
by ensuring our pupils are provided with the
opportunities to become successful, high
achieving young people.

Parkside Academy is committed to
providing high quality education for
boys and girls between the ages of
11 and 16 and to improving and
supporting their aspirations for
Further and Higher Education and
the world of work.

Linda Davies
HEADTEACHER

1

2

Outstanding
Parkside is an Outstanding
school that has improved
considerably since the
previous inspection
Ofsted 2011
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Parkside is a popular and highly successful
secondary school which blends traditional
values with modern technology and
innovation. In order to provide an excellent
learning environment, we aim to:

Parkside enjoys a very pleasant site in
extensive grounds and has an excellent
range of specialist accommodation
including:

• Achieve high academic standards

• Drama studio

• Provide dedicated and supportive
pastoral care

• Dance studio

• Offer first-class facilities and a
stimulating learning environment

• 10 computer suites

• Fitness Room
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Partnerships
Primary Partners
Parkside has developed excellent links with
local primary schools to ensure that pupils
enjoy a smooth transition into secondary
school.
It is likely your child has already attended
and enjoyed our multi-skills days or summer
school and is comfortable and familiar with
the school, staff and older pupils.

Other strategies to ensure easy integration
include:
• Induction programme for new pupils
• New parents’ information evening
• Extensive primary liaison programme

co-ordinated by a Transition worker

Partnership with Parents
Parkside understands and values the vital
role that parents play in their child’s
education. We believe that education is a
partnership of parents, pupils and teachers.
Regular communication takes place via:

All parents have their own secure area on
our Virtual Learning Platform, where you
can access personal information about your
child’s attendance, academic performance,
behaviour etc.

• Termly reports

Detailed information on the school and
curriculum can also be accessed on the
school’s website www.parkside.org.uk
which has a live “news feed” to keep you up
to date with Parkside news.

• Newsletters
• Texts and ’phone calls
• Review Days and Parents’ Evenings
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We are proud of our reputation as a caring
school that provides a secure and happy
learning environment for every pupil.

Caring for every pupil

Staff have successfully
created an outstanding
network of care, guidance
and support for the students
at Parkside
Ofsted 2011

Our pastoral system is led by five Year
Leaders and all pupils belong to a mixed
ability tutor group, although they are set by
ability for most subject teaching. The form
tutor’s daily contact with pupils plays an
essential role in ensuring that everyone
achieves their potential. Tutors monitor
attendance, punctuality and general
progress through school.
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Parkside places great value on ensuring
pupils become responsible and conscientious
adults. Our code of conduct, drawn up in
consultation with pupils, outlines our high
expectations with regard to teaching and
learning, behaviour and appearance.

High expectations
Assessment information about
pupils is used to inform teachers’
planning so that lessons are
pitched at the right level to
challenge pupils well.
Ofsted 2011
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Pupils are required to wear the official
school uniform and take pride in themselves
at all times.
Parkside’s aim for each pupil is to ensure
that they will make the most of their
individual abilities. Our highly qualified and
enthusiastic teachers and support staff are
dedicated to ensuring that every child
reaches their full potential, whilst a varied
and balanced curriculum challenges and
inspires pupils to achieve their best.
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A curriculum to
challenge and inspire
Key Stage 3
During Years 7 and 8 all pupils study the full
range of National Curriculum subjects, as
well as a varied and interesting programme
of PSCHE (Personal Social Citizenship and
Health Education).

Most lessons are taught in banded groups,
in order to ensure that work can be
differentiated to suit the needs of the
individuals.

Key Stage 4
A variety of options are available to pupils in
Years 9,10 and 11 to ensure that they can
make the right choices to make the most of
their individual skills and abilities. In
addition to the core curriculum of English,
Maths and Science, pupils can choose from
a wide range of other courses including:
Geography, History, Religious Studies,
French, German, Drama, Music, P.E, Sports
Studies, Art, Product Design, Food, Business
Studies, Health and Social Care, ICT, Leisure
and Tourism, Sociology and Psychology.
All pupils follow a PSCHE, Physical
Education and Religious Education
Programme.
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Parkside has productive links with all school
sixth forms, sixth form colleges and F.E.
providers in the area. An extensive
programme of visits and talks take place in
Years 10 and 11 to ensure every pupil moves
on to an institution and course that is
matched to their needs and abilities.
Our Tutorial programme and careers advice
ensures that the appropriate support and
guidance is available to pupils when they
make these important decisions.

The curriculum is tailored
exceptionally well to meet
the needs of all learners.
Ofsted 2011

Pupils are encouraged to think of University
with visits taking place to both Durham and
Cambridge Universities for those pupils who
aspire to be the best.
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Supporting the individual

Parkside places great emphasis on developing a
curriculum which will benefit all pupils. Pupils with
special talents and academic abilities are offered
additional activities including mentoring, university
visits and study skills sessions.
Parkside is a calm and
purposeful school where
students can learn without
hindrance.
Ofsted 2011

Supportive
Independent study
All pupils are expected to complete regular
homework. Pupils can access extra resources
throughout the school and from home via the
Virtual Learning Environment and the internet.
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Recognition
& reward
We strive for excellence and recognise
achievement through the school at every level.
During Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4, pupils
are rewarded with certificates and prizes for
a wide range of achievements, including
academic success, sporting excellence and
good attendance, through the school’s
Vivo rewards system. Celebrating success
motivates and inspires high standards of
pupil achievement and self discipline.
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The school provides a positive
place to learn and effective
pastoral care and emotional
support for all its pupils
Ofsted 2011
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Success
Outstanding learning opportunities
Parkside has an excellent programme of
activities which take place before and after
school, and during lunchtimes, weekends
and holidays. Pupils are provided with
opportunities which broaden their vision of
learning and scope for achievement.

The school provides a wide
range of well attended
extra-curricular activities
Ofsted 2011
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Activities range from cheerleading to chess,
golf to gardening, and there are theatre
trips, residential and cultural visits, Outward
Bound adventure weekends, both in Britain
and beyond.

Sporting success
Parkside has a reputation for sporting
excellence; and we are dedicated to
encouraging young people to adopt healthy
lifestyles. This means that we have a strong
emphasis on the importance of regular
exercise coupled with good nutrition.
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The headteacher and her
strong leadership team are
central to the improved
success of the school
Ofsted 2011

Developing leadership skills
Developing leadership skills are central to the education
we provide at Parkside. All pupils follow a programme of
tasks, woven throughout the curriculum; that build
towards achieving Parkside’s Leadership Diploma.
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Although Ofsted have judged
Parkside to be an outstanding
school we are not complacent and
intend to continue to improve our
offer to all pupils, moving Parkside
beyond outstanding, to a school
that is recognised as a beacon of
excellence across the country.

The future?
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Parkside Academy
Hall Lane, Willington, Crook
Co. Durham DL15 0QF
Tel: 01388 746 396

www.parkside.org.uk
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